glimpse of an oasis to the weary traveller in tlie desert. When, too, as in the case before us, we recognise in a familiar name on the titlepage a guarantee for the quality of the literary banquet, and observe that the work is published by subscription, which banishes our fears for the caterer's pocket, we sit down to the enjoyment of the treat with a whetted appetite, the rarity of whose occurrence only makes it the more keen.
The " getting-up" of this volume is perfect. Printed on the finest elephant paper,* in a clear bold type, and illustrated by fifteeen large plates, admirably drawn on stone, it will form an honorable and lasting monument to the taste and skill of all concerned in its production. Its Again, the "comparative" part of the subject has been left wholly un- touched. Are the lower animals altogether exempt from this disease 1 or could nothing be learned from the study of it in them 1 With respect to a publication of this kind, we have a right to ask such questions. The) are blemishes in a creat work that must be permanent ones; for it is not likely that a second edition of so large and expensive a treatise will be called for. Far more agreeable to our own feelings would it be to thank Dr.
Smith for his beautiful work, and to commend the matter as worthy of the dress in which it is presented; but conscientiously feeling as we do, we shall not shrink from the discharge of our duty to the readers of this Review, because that duty is in some respects a disagreeable one.
[Oct. "The portion of the trunk of the nerve, which corresponded to the anterior aspect of the tumour, was spread out into a vast number of flattened fibres, which, following the convexity of the neuroma, formed a series of curved lines, "diverging above, and at the lower extremity of the tumour reassembling to form the nervous trunk; these separated and ilattened fibres were themselves the scat of more than fifty tumours, the largest of which was about the size of a grape, and upon the sur-across the neck. A pyriform tumour, nearly four inches in length, and two and a half in breadth, was connected with the lower and posterior part of the plexus. It involved the common origin of the musculo-spiral and circumflex nerves, but was more especially connected with the former, which, by the growth of the tumour, was deflected from its course, flattened, and its fibres separated ; its capsule adhered so loosely to it, as to admit of being everywhere dctachcd without the use of the scalpel, except towards the apex of the tumour, where the latter sprang from the plexus. Here the capsule was closely adherent and continuous with the neurilemma. Although upon this side the tumours were not so numerous as upon the opposite, yet no branch of the plexus was exempt from them. They were all of an oblong form, existed in the forearm as well as the arm, and were most numerously developed upon the internal cutaneous and musculo-spiral nerves; they numbered upwards of sixty. I may here observe, that, both in the upper ana lower extremities, the tumours existed not only in the general sheath which invested the entire nerve, but that they were, in numerous instances, found upon the most delicate fibril that could be separated from the nervous trunk by an ordinary dissection.
[Oct.
were greatly enlarged, from the spine as far forward as the costal cartilage; the enlargement commenced where the nerves issued from between the bodies of the vertebrae, but became much more remarkable after their communication with the thoracic ganglion of the sympathetic, and in most instances appeared to be owing to a general hypertrophy of the entire trunk of the nerve, rather than to the development of distinct tumours upon the individual fibres. The fourth intercostal of the left side had attained such a size at its vertebral extremity as to occupy nearly the entire breadth of the intercostal space, and completely conceal the artery and vein; the sixth was nearly as large; but by far the most remarkable appearance was connected with the iifth. A large oval tumour, about two inches in length, and one and a half in its vertical diameter, occupied the posterior extremity of the fifth intercostal space, the breadth of which was increased by the absorption of the contiguous portions of the fifth and sixth ribs, between which the tumour was firmly wedged; the bones, however, were not carious, nor had they the rough and corroded aspect which the bodies of the vertebra; present when partially destroyed by the pressure of an aneurism; on the contrary, the surfaces in contact with the neuroma were perfectly smooth, and seemingly more dense than any other portion of the bones. The increase of space required for the accommodation of the tumour was provided chiefly at the expense of the rib superior to it. The tumour projected forwards, pushing the pleura before it, and posteriorly had also passed the level of the ribs, and was in contact with the muscles of the vertebral grooves. The intercostal nerve, which was split into three portions as far back as its junction with the sympathetic, traversed the inferior part of its anterior surface ; and upon two of these portions smaller tumours existed. The principal tumour was inclosed in a very thick capsule, which was easily divisible into distinct layers, the external being connected with the neurilemma of the intercostal nerve, while the internal appeared to be proper to the tumour itself. The communicating branch of the sympathetic joined an oval tumour, nearly as large as a cherry-stone; and in many other of the intercostal spaces these branches were much larger than natural.
" Two large tumours existed in the pelvis; they lay upon the front of the sacrum, and were connected with the anterior branches of the sacral nerves, several of the filaments of which traversed their anterior surface ; these filaments were enlarged, and several small tumours existed upon them. We repeat, that to all who have been concerned in its production?to author, draughtsman, publisher, and printer?the medical world owes a debt of gratitude, which will, we are sure, be as gracefully acknowledged, as it has been honorably earned.
